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(57) ABSTRACT

A transmission includes a housing, four planetary mecha-
nisms, four clutches, two brakes, plural connection members
connecting elements of each of planetary mechanisms one
another, an input shaft, and an output shaft. A first connection
member at which the third clutch is positioned is positioned at
an outer periphery side compared to a second connection
member connecting a ring gear of the second planetary
mechanism and a carrier of the third planetary mechanism.
An installation surface to which a third brake braking a rota-
tion of a connection part is addable and which is opposed to an
inner periphery surface of the housing is formed at the con-
nection part connecting the third clutch and a ring gear of the
third planetary mechanism among the first connection mem-
ber.

4 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
TRANSMISSION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and claims priority under 35
U.S.C. §119 to Japanese Patent Application 2013-197793,
filed on Jul. 30, 2013, the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a transmission that enables
to establish multiple speed stages by plural planetary mecha-
nisms.

BACKGROUND TECHNOLOGY

A transmission is applied as an apparatus to change speeds
of a rotational drive force that a motor such as an engine
mounted to a vehicle outputs. As a transmission for a vehicle,
for example, Patent reference 1 discloses a transmission that
includes four planetary mechanisms rotatably supported
about a rotation axis, four clutches selectively connecting
predetermined elements at the planetary mechanisms, and
two brakes braking rotations of predetermined elements at the
planetary mechanisms. According to the layout of each mem-
ber disclosed in Patent reference 1, by multiply operating
three engaging elements among four clutches and two brakes,
speed stages constructed with ten forward speeds and one
rearward speed can be established.

The transmission including those plural planetary mecha-
nisms and engaging elements is advantageous in terms of
capable of obtaining multiple speed stages with a relatively
small sized body structure because of features of the plan-
etary mechanisms. On the other hand, according to those
transmissions, the number of elements that should be con-
nected from an input side to an output side is large, thus
variety of layout patterns are applied. Accordingly, because
respective layouts have different features, the optimum layout
design is provided in terms of use of the transmission,
required performance, and manufacturing costs, for example.

The transmission may be required to further increase the
number of speed stages in accordance with changes in uses. In
those circumstances, layouts of the transmission that can
establish multiple speed stages exceeding ten forward speeds
can be designed by increasing engagement patterns that are
combinations of engaging elements in operation. However,
considering diversions of parts, it is more favorable that the
number of speed stages can be further increased only by
adding engaging elements to an existing transmission than
newly designing layouts.

Thereupon, it is postulated that the number of speed stages
is further increased by increasing the number of brakes in
Patentreference 1. In case of increasing the number of brakes,
a connection member among connection members connect-
ing elements between the elements serves as an object, the
connection member where another member is not interposed
between the connection member and a housing, the connec-
tion member which is always connected to one of the ele-
ments, and the connection member excluding the connection
member that is provided to another brake. In that case, pro-
vided that a brake is added to a connection member (42) that
connects a sun gear (14A) of a second planetary gear set and
an end of a clutch (30) in FIG. 2 of Patent reference 1, an
engagement pattern for braking the rotation of the sun gear
via the connection member (42) can be added.
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In the foregoing construction, three speed stages are added
by an increase in the engagement pattern. However, provided
that the maximum number of the engaging elements that are
switched when transiting to an adjacent speed stage is defined
as two, the number of the added speed stages is two. It is
considered that this is caused because the layout designing
according to Patent reference 1 is not conducted in terms of
expandability foreseeing further increases in the number of
speed stages of the transmission, and is conducted in terms of
a predetermined required performance.

A purpose is to provide a transmission that can establish
multiple speed stages with a layout that is different from
conventional layouts and that can enhance expandability.

SUMMARY

A transmission disclosed here includes a housing; first,
second, third and fourth planetary mechanisms rotatably sup-
ported by the housing to rotate about a rotation axis, the
planetary mechanism including three elements, a sun gear, a
ring gear, and a carrier; first, second, third and fourth clutches
capable of selectively connecting the elements one another; a
first brake braking a rotation of the sun gear of the first
planetary mechanism; a second brake braking a rotation of the
ring gear of the fourth planetary mechanism; a first connec-
tion member which serves as a connection member connect-
ing the elements of the planetary mechanisms one another
and to which the third clutch is positioned; a second connec-
tion member serving as a connection member connecting the
elements of the planetary mechanisms one another, the sec-
ond connection member connecting the ring gear of the sec-
ond planetary mechanism and the carrier of the third plan-
etary mechanism; an input shaft always connected to the
carrier of the first planetary mechanism and rotatably sup-
ported by the housing to rotate about the rotation axis; an
output shaft always connected to the carrier of the fourth
planetary mechanism and rotatably supported by the housing
to rotate about the rotation axis; wherein first, second, third
and fourth positions are defined in an axial direction of the
rotation axis from an input side where the input shaft is
positioned towards an output side where the output shaft is
positioned, the first planetary mechanism is positioned at one
of the first position and the second position and the second
planetary mechanism is positioned at the other of the first
position and the second position, the third planetary mecha-
nism is positioned at the third position, the fourth planetary
mechanism is positioned at the fourth position; the ring gear
of the first planetary mechanism is always connected to the
sun gear of the third planetary mechanism and the sun gear of
the fourth planetary mechanism; the ring gear of the second
planetary mechanism is always connected to the carrier of the
third planetary mechanism; the carrier of the third planetary
mechanism is always connected to the ring gear of the fourth
planetary mechanism; the first clutch is arranged at a position
for selectively connecting the sun gear of the first planetary
mechanism and the sun gear of the second planetary mecha-
nism; the second clutch is arranged at a position for selec-
tively connecting the carrier of the first planetary mechanism
and the sun gear of the second planetary mechanism; the third
clutch is arranged at a position for selectively connecting the
carrier of the second planetary mechanism and ring gear of
the third planetary mechanism; the fourth clutch is arranged
ataposition for selectively connecting the ring gear of the first
planetary mechanism and the carrier of the second planetary
mechanism; the first connection member is positioned at an
outer periphery side compared to the second connection
member; and an installation surface is formed at a connection
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part connecting the third clutch and the ring gear of the third
planetary mechanism among the first connection member, the
installation surface to which a third brake braking a rotation
of the connection part is addable and which is opposed to an
inner periphery surface of the housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an entire structure
of a transmission according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a table for engagement showing operation states
of clutches and brakes at each of speed stages.

FIG. 3 is a velocity diagram showing a ratio of rotation
speed of each element at each planetary mechanism.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram in which an engaging ele-
ment is added to the transmission shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a table for engagement showing operation states
of clutches and brakes at each of speed stages.

FIG. 6 is a velocity diagram showing a ratio of rotation
speed of each element at each planetary mechanism.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing an entire structure
of a transmission according to a first modified mode.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing an entire structure
of a transmission according to a second modified mode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereinafter, a first embodiment of a transmission of the
present invention will be explained with reference to draw-
ings. According to the embodiment, the transmission is
applied as an apparatus for changing speeds of a rotational
drive force that an engine mounted to a vehicle outputs. The
vehicle is configured to move forward or to move backward
with a predetermined speed stage that is established by the
transmission where a rotational force whose speed is changed
by the transmission is transmitted to driving wheels of the
vehicle via a differential device that is not shown.

A construction of a transmission 1 will be explained with
reference to FIG. 1. The transmission 1 includes four plan-
etary mechanisms P1-P4 rotatably supported at a housing H
to rotate about a rotation axis L, four clutches C1-C4 selec-
tively connecting plural elements one another, two brakes B1,
B2 braking rotations of predetermined elements, connection
members 51-56, 61, 62, 71, 81, 82 connecting each element,
an outside output member 91, an input shaft N, and an output
shaft T. The input shaft N and the output shaft T are rotatably
supported by the housing H to rotate about the rotation axis L.

According to the transmission 1, a control ECU 2 for the
vehicle controls an operation state of engaging elements
including each clutch C1-C4, and each brake B1, B2 on the
basis of a control signal. According to the embodiment, by
operating three engaging elements among the above
described engaging elements, speed of a rotational drive force
inputted from the input shaft N is changed to any one of ten
forward speeds and one rearward speed to be outputted from
the output shaft T. Details regarding operation states of the
engaging elements and established speed stages in the trans-
mission 1 will be described hereinafter.

Each planetary mechanism P1-P4 includes three elements,
a sun gear, a ring gear, and a carrier. Here, in the transmission
1, four positions directed from an input side (left side in FIG.
1) where the input shaft N is arranged in a direction of the
rotation axis L. towards an output side (right side in FIG. 1)
where the output shaft T is positioned are defined as first,
second, third, and fourth positions D1-D4. The first planetary
mechanism P1 is positioned at one of the first position D1 and
the second position D2, and the second planetary mechanism
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P2 is positioned at the other of the first position D1 and the
second position D2. According to the embodiment, as illus-
trated in FIG. 1, the first planetary mechanism P1 is posi-
tioned at the first position D1 and the second planetary
mechanism P2 is positioned at the second position D2. Fur-
ther, the third planetary mechanism P3 is positioned at the
third position D3 and the fourth planetary mechanism P4 is
positioned at the fourth position D4.

Further, for expressing three elements of the planetary
mechanism, symbol “s” is added to symbols “P1, P2, P3, P4”
for each planetary mechanism regarding the sun gear, symbol
“r” is added to symbols “P1, P2, P3, P4” for each planetary
mechanism regarding the ring gear, and symbol “c” is added
to symbols “P1, P2, P3, P4” for each planetary mechanism
regarding the carrier. That is, for the first planetary mecha-
nism P1, three elements are expressed as the sun gear Pls, the
ring gear Plr, and the carrier P1c. Three elements for the
second, third, and fourth planetary mechanisms P2, P3, P4 are
expressed in a similar manner.

Each clutch C1-C4 is an engaging element which is
capable of selectively connecting plural elements one
another. According to the embodiment, each clutch C1-C4 is
normal open type clutch and an oil pressure type which is
operated by the supplied oil pressure. For example, by the
actuation of an oil pressure pump by the control ECU 2 on the
basis of a control command, the oil pressure is supplied from
the oil pressure pump to each clutch C1-C4 via an oil passage
formed at the input shaft N and the housing H. Each clutch
C1-C4 connects the elements each other by contacting plural
clutch plates (not shown) one another by the supplied oil
pressure so that the drive force is transmitted between the
targeted elements one another. Upon blocking the supply of
the oil pressure by the oil pressure pump, each clutch C1-C4
separates the clutch plates from one another and disengages
the elements so that the drive force is not transmitted between
the targeted elements. Positioning of each clutch C1-C4 will
be described hereinafter.

Each brake B1, B2 is an engaging element provided at the
housing H and for braking a rotation of a predetermined
element. According to the embodiment, similarly to each
clutch C1-C4, each brake B1, B2 is an oil pressure type brake
that is actuated by the oil pressure supplied from an oil pas-
sage formed at the housing H. For example, by the actuation
of'the oil pressure pump by the control ECU 2 on the basis of
the control command, the oil pressure is supplied to each
brake B1, B2 from the oil pressure pump via the oil passage
caught at the input shaft N and the housing H. Each brake B1,
B2 brakes the rotation of the targeted predetermined element
by pushing a pad (not shown) against a disc (not shown) by
the supplied oil pressure. Then, each brake B1, B2 allows the
rotation of the predetermined element by separating the pad
from the disc when the supply of the oil pressure by the oil
pressure pump is blocked.

The first brake B1 is connected to the sun gear Pls of the
first planetary mechanism P1 by a P1sB1 member 51 serving
as a connection member. That is, the first brake B1 brakes the
rotation of the sun gear P1ls of the first planetary mechanism
P1 serving as a target of braking. The second brake B2 is
connected to the ring gear P47 of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism P4 by means of a P4B2 member 81 serving as a con-
nection member. That is, the second brake B2 brakes the
rotation of the ring gear P4r of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism P4 serving as a target of braking.

The input shaft N is a shaft member that inputs the rota-
tional drive force of the engine of the vehicle to the transmis-
sion 1 via a clutch apparatus, for example. The input shaft N
is always connected to the carrier Plc of the first planetary
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mechanism P1 by a P1cN member 52 serving as a connection
member (corresponding to a third connection member of the
present invention). One end of the P1¢N member 52 is con-
nected to the carrier Plc from an output side (right side in
FIG. 1) in the transmission 1. The other end of the P1¢N
member 52 is fixed to an outer periphery of the input shaft N.

The output shaft T is a shaft member positioned coaxially
to the input shaft N and outputs the rotational drive force with
changed speed to driving wheels via a differential device of
the vehicle, for example. The output shaft T is always con-
nected to the carrier P4c of the fourth planetary mechanism
P4 by means of the P4¢T member 82 serving as a connection
member. One end of the P4cT member 82 is connected to the
carrier P4¢ from the output side in the transmission 1. The
other end of the P4dcT member 82 is fixed to an outer periphery
of the output shaft T.

Further, the ring gear P17 of the first planetary mechanism
P1 is always connected to the sun gear P3s of the third plan-
etary mechanism P3 and the sun gear P4s of the fourth plan-
etary mechanism P4 by means of a P17P3sP4s member 53
serving as a connection member. One end of the P17P3sP4s
member 53 is connected to an outer periphery side of the ring
gear Plr. The other end of the P1#P3sP4s member 53 is
connected to an inner periphery of each sun gear P3s, Pds.
Accordingly, the ring gear P17 of the first planetary mecha-
nism P1, the sun gears P3s, P4s of the third and fourth plan-
etary mechanisms P3, P4 are configured to always integrally
rotate.

The ring gear P2 of the second planetary mechanism P2 is
always connected to the carrier P3¢ of the third planetary
mechanism P3 by a P2rP3¢ member 61 (corresponding to a
second connection member of the present invention) serving
as a connection member. Further, the carrier P3¢ of the third
planetary mechanism P3 is always connected to the ring gear
P4r of the fourth planetary mechanism P4 by a P3¢P4r mem-
ber 71 serving as a connection member. By each connection
member 61, 71, the ring gear P27 of the second planetary
mechanism P2, the carrier P3¢ of the third planetary mecha-
nism P3, and the ring gear P4r of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism P4 are configured to always integrally rotate, and the
rotation of the ring gear P27 of the second planetary mecha-
nism P2, the carrier P3¢ of the third planetary mechanism P3,
and the ring gear P4r of the fourth planetary mechanism P4
are braked simultaneously by the actuation of the second
brake B2.

The first clutch C1 is arranged at the position for selectively
connecting the sun gear P1s of the first planetary mechanism
P1 and the sun gear P2s of the second planetary mechanism
P2. A connection member P1sP2s member 54 connects ele-
ments between each of sun gears Pls, P2s one another. The
first clutch C1 is provided at the connection member P1sP2s
member 54. The P1sP2s member 54 is structured with a first
connection part 54a and a second connection part 545. One
end of the first connection part 54a is connected to the sun
gear P1s from an inner periphery of the sun gear Pls. The
other end of the first connection part 54a is connected to the
first clutch C1 from an outer periphery of the first clutch C1.
The first connection part 54q is integrally formed with the
P1sB1 member 51. On end of the second connection part 545
is connected to the first clutch C1 from an inner periphery of
the first clutch C1. The other end of the second connection
part 545 is connected to the sun gear P2s from an inner
periphery of the sun gear P2s.

The second clutch C2 is arranged at the position for selec-
tively connecting the carrier P1c of the first planetary mecha-
nism P1 and the sun gear P2s of the second planetary mecha-
nism P2. A connection member P1cP2s member 55 connects
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the elements between the carrier P1¢ and the sun gear P2s one
another. The second clutch C2 is provided at the connection
member P1cP2s member 55. The P1¢P2s member 55 is struc-
tured with a third connection part 554 and a fourth connection
part 55b. One end of the third connection part 554 is con-
nected to the carrier P1¢ from the input side in the transmis-
sion 1. The other end of the third connection part 55a is
connected to the second clutch C2 from an inner periphery
side ofthe second clutch C2. One end of the fourth connection
part 555 is connected to the second clutch C2 from an outer
periphery side of the second clutch C2. The other end of the
fourth connection part 555 is connected to the sun gear P2s
from an inner periphery side of the sun gear P2s. The fourth
connection part 555 is integrally formed with the second
connection part 545 of the P1sP2s member 54.

The third clutch C3 is arranged at the position selectively
connecting the carrier P2¢ of the second planetary mecha-
nism P2 and the ring gear P37 of the third planetary mecha-
nism P3. A connection member P2¢P3» member 62 connects
elements between the carrier P2¢ and the ring gear P37. The
third clutch C3 is provided at the connection member P2¢P3#
member 62. The connection member P2¢P3» member 62
connects the elements of each of the planetary mechanisms
P1-P4. The connection member P2cP3r member 62 corre-
sponds to “a first connection member” of the present inven-
tion. The P27P3¢ member 61 (second connection member)
connects the ring gear P2 ofthe second planetary mechanism
P2 and the carrier P3¢ of the third planetary mechanism P3.
The P2¢P3r member 62 is positioned at an outer periphery
side relative to the P2rP3¢ member 61.

The P2¢P3» member 62 is structured with a fifth connec-
tion portion 62a and a sixth connection part 625. One end of
the fifth connection part 62a connects to the carrier P2¢ from
an input side in the transmission 1. The other end of the fifth
connection part 62q is connected to the third clutch 3 from an
inner periphery side of the third clutch 3. One end of the sixth
connection part 625 is connected to the third clutch C3 from
an outer periphery side of the third clutch C3. The other end
of the sixth connection part 625 is connected to the ring gear
P3r from an outer periphery side of the ring gear P3». Accord-
ing to the embodiment, the sixth connection part 625 includes
a cylindrical portion that extends in the direction of rotation
axis L. of the transmission 1. At the cylindrical portion of the
sixth connection part 625, an installation surface 6241
(hatched portion in FIG. 1) that faces an inner periphery
surface Ha of the housing H is formed. A third brake B3 for
braking the rotation of the sixth connection part 624 can be
additionally installed on the installation surface 6251.

Thus, another member does not lie between the inner
periphery surface Ha of the housing H and the sixth connec-
tion part 625. Then, the sixth connection part 625 is always
connected to the ring gear P3r of the third planetary mecha-
nism P3. Accordingly, the sixth connection part 625 is con-
figured not to be braked by the actuation of the first and
second brakes B1, B2. By adopting these construction regard-
ing the connection member, engagement patterns can be
increased by the braking of the additionally installed brake in
a case where the number of speed stages of the transmission
is further increased by additionally installing a brake serving
as an engaging element.

According to the embodiment, considering the additional
installation of the brake in addition to the construction of the
connection member described above regarding the sixth con-
nection part 624, the P2¢P3» member 62 is positioned at the
outer periphery side relative to the P2»P3¢ member 61.
Because the P2rP3¢ member 61 and the P2cP3» member 62
include the same function for connecting the targeted element
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one another, alternatively, the P2rP3¢ member 61 may be
positioned at the outer periphery side relative to the P2¢P3»
member 62. The detailed construction in which a brake is
additionally installed will be described hereinafter.

The fourth clutch C4 is arranged at the position for selec-
tively connecting the ring gear Pl of the first planetary
mechanism P1 and the carrier P2¢ of the second planetary
mechanism P2. A connection member P17P2¢ member 56
connects elements between the ring gear P17 and the carrier
P2c. The fourth clutch C4 is provided at the connection mem-
ber P17P2¢c member 56. The connection member P1rP2¢
member 56 is structured with a seventh connection part 56a
and an eighth connection part 565. One end of the seventh
connection member 56a is connected to the ring gear P1»
from an outer periphery side of the ring gear P17. The other
end of the seventh connection member 564 is connected to the
fourth clutch C4 from an inner periphery side of the fourth
clutch C4. The seventh connection part 56a is integrally
formed with the P17P3sP4s member 53. One end of the eighth
connection member 565 is connected to the fourth clutch C4
from an outer periphery side of the fourth clutch C4. The other
end of the eighth connection member 565 is connected to the
carrier Plc from and output side of the transmission 1.

The outside output member 91 is always connected to the
P1¢N member 52 (third connection member) connecting the
carrier P1c of the first planetary mechanism P1 and the input
shaft N. The outside output member 91 is configured to output
the rotational drive force inputted from the input shaft N to the
outer periphery side of the transmission 1. Other than the
rotational drive force with changed speeds, the transmission 1
may request an output of the rotational drive force to an
accessory of a vehicle that is positioned at an outer periphery
side of the housing, for example. In those circumstances,
according to the layout of the embodiment, a member which
is provided for the purpose of producing the rotational drive
force may be positioned, for example, at the P3cP4r member
71 and the P1sP2s member 54 positioned at the outer periph-
ery side within the housing H.

However, depending on the established speed stage, the
rotation speed of the connection members 54, 71 may largely
fluctuate compared to the rotation speed of the input shaft N,
alternatively, the connection members 54, 71 may not rotate.
Thus, it is not favorable to produce the rotational drive force
from the connection members 54, 71. In light of the forego-
ing, according to the embodiment, the outside output member
91 is always connected to the P1¢N member 52 that connects
the input shaft N and the carrier Plc of the first planetary
mechanism P1. Accordingly, the outside output member 91
enables to output the rotational drive force with the rotation
speed which is constantly the same rotation speed of the input
shaft N irrespective of whether the speed stage is established
at the transmission and irrespective of the established speed
stage.

Layouts of the first and second planetary mechanisms P1,
P2 are not limited to the construction described above. For
example, the first planetary mechanism P1 may be positioned
at the second position D2 without changing the connected
elements, and the second planetary mechanism P2 may be
positioned at the first position D1 without changing the con-
nected elements (see FIG. 8). Further, for example, the first
planetary mechanism P1 may be positioned at the first posi-
tion D1 as disclosed in the embodiment and the first brake B1
may be positioned at an input side of the transmission 1
relative to the first position D1 (see FIG. 7). By adopting the
construction in which another member is not interposed
between the inner periphery surface of the housing H and at
least a portion of the P1¢N member 52, the outside output
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member 91 can be connected to the P1cN member 52.
Accordingly, by adopting the construction in which the first
planetary mechanism P1 is positioned at the first position D1
and the first planetary mechanism P1 is positioned at an input
side relative to the second planetary mechanism P2 and the
first brake B1, the outside output member 91 can be provided
at the transmission 1.

The operation of the transmission 1 constructed as
described above will be explained with dereference to FIGS.
2 and 3. In the transmission 1, the control ECU 2 controls
operation states of six engaging elements structured with
each of clutches C1-C4 and each of brakes B1, B2. The
transmission 1 establishes ten forward speeds (1%, 2"%-10” in
FIG. 2) and one rearward speed (Rev in FIG. 2) by selectively
operating three engaging elements out of six engaging ele-
ments as shown in table for engagement in FIG. 2.

More specifically, in a case where the operation state of the
engaging element is ON in the table for engagement in FIG.
2, a corresponding engaging element is indicated with a
circle. That is, it is indicated that each clutch C1-C4 is in an
operation state in which elements between target elements are
connected. Further, it is indicated that each brake B1, B2 is in
an operation state in which the rotation of the target element
is braked. In a case where the operation state of the engaging
element is OFF, a circle is not provided for the corresponding
engaging clement in the table for engagement in FIG. 2.
Similarly, this is also applied even if a normal close type
clutch is applied to each clutch C1-C4.

In the first speed state for the transmission 1, according to
the table for engagement, the operation states of the first
clutch C1, the fourth clutch C4, and the second brake B2 are
ON. In those engagement state (engagement pattern), first,
the sun gears P1s, P2s of the first and second planetary mecha-
nism P1, P2 are connected by the first clutch C1, and a state
where the sun gears P1s, P2s of the first and second planetary
mechanisms P1, P2 are integrally rotated is established by the
first clutch C1. Then, the carrier P2¢ of the second planetary
mechanism P2 is connected to the P17P3sP4s member 53 by
the fourth clutch C4, and a state where the carrier P2¢ of the
second planetary mechanism P2 is integrally rotated with the
P1rP3sP4s member 53 is established.

In those circumstances, because the rotation of the ring
gear P2r of the second planetary mechanism P2 is braked by
the second brake B2, the speed of the rotational drive force
inputted from the carrier Plc is reduced with a gear ratio in
accordance with the number of teeth, and the rotational drive
force with reduced speed is transmitted to the sun gear P4s of
the fourth planetary mechanism P4 via the P17P3sP4s mem-
ber 53. Further, because the rotation of the ring gear P4r of the
fourth planetary mechanism P4 is braked by the second brake
B2, the speed of the rotational drive force inputted from the
sun gear P4s is further reduced with a gear ratio in accordance
with the number of teeth, and the rotational drive force with
the reduced speed is transmitted to the output shaft T via the
P4cT member 82.

Inorderto shift the transmission 1 from the first speed stage
to the second stage, the engaging element actuated is
switched from the fourth clutch C4 to the second clutch C2
while maintaining the operation state of the first clutch C1 and
the second brake B2. In such engagement state, the sun gear
P1s and the carrier P1c for the first planetary mechanism P1 is
connected to the sun gear P2s for the second planetary mecha-
nism P2 by the first and second clutches C1, C2 so that the sun
gear P2s, the sun gear Pls, and the carrier Plc integrally
rotate.

That is, when two elements among three elements are
connected, the first planetary mechanism P1 is assumed to be
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a locked state where the planetary mechanism as a whole
integrally rotates together with a remaining one element.
According to the first planetary mechanism P1, a rotational
drive force of the input shaft N inputted to the carrier Plc is
transmitted to the sun gear P4s of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism P4 via the P1/P3sP4s member 53. Then, because the
rotation of the ring gear P4r of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism P4 is braked by the second brake B2, speed of the
rotational drive force inputted from the sun gear P4s is
reduced with a gear ratio in accordance with the number of the
teeth, and the rotational drive force with the reduced speed is
transmitted to the output shaft T via the P4¢T member 82.

In those circumstances, speed ratios for three elements of
each planetary mechanism P1-P4 at each speed stage are
shown with velocity diagram in FIG. 3. In the velocity dia-
gram, each of elements for the third planetary mechanism P3
and the fourth planetary mechanism P4 is arranged in a trans-
verse axis direction with a spacing (1:A) corresponding to a
gear ratio (A\), and speed ratios for each of the elements are
provided in a vertical axis direction. Further, in FIG. 3, each
element of the first and second planetary mechanisms P1, P2
is indicated in the transverse axis direction corresponding to
each element of the third and fourth planetary mechanisms
P3,P4. A portion is overlapped because the indicated position
is changed depending on an operation state of each engaging
element. Further, each element of the first and second plan-
etary mechanisms P1, P2 corresponding to speed ratio indi-
cated in the vertical axis direction is indicated at right-hand
side in FIG. 3.

By selectively operating three engaging elements out of six
engaging elements, as illustrated in the velocity diagram in
FIG. 3, the transmission 1 can establish speed stages having
different gear ratios from one another. Further, according to
the transmission 1, the speed stage can be shifted to an adja-
cent speed stage by switching one of operated three engaging
elements. Further, according to the layout of the transmission
1, in a case where the rotational drive force is inputted to the
input shaft N, the drive force with the same rotation speed to
the rotational drive force inputted to the input shaft N is
outputted from the outside output member 91. The same is
applied irrespective of a state where a predetermined speed
stage is established at the transmission 1 and irrespective of a
state where the transmission 1 operates none of the engaging
element so that the rotational drive force is not outputted from
the output shaft T.

Next, a construction of a transmission 101 which is
designed to further increase the number of speed stages by
additionally providing a brake as an engaging element will be
explained with reference to FIGS. 4 to 6. In addition to the
above-described constructions, the transmission 101 further
includes a third brake B3. The third brake B3 is additionally
provided on an installation surface 6251 at the sixth connec-
tion part 626 of the P2¢P3» member 62. Here, the P2¢P3r
serves as a first connection member. The third brake B3
brakes the rotation of the ring gear P37 of the third planetary
mechanism P3 via the sixth connection part 625.

By forming the installation surface 62561 of the P2¢P3r
member 62 in a manner being capable of coping with mount-
ing the brake additionally, in a case where the third brake B3
is additionally provided, the third brake B3 can be readily
mounted without changing layout arrangement and exchang-
ing parts to other parts. Further, in case of additionally mount-
ing the third brake B3, by using a housing exclusive for
additionally mounting the engaging element, space for
arranging the third brake B3 is ensured at the housing H and
oil passage for supplying the oil pressure is formed at the
housing H.
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Further, the control ECU 2 for vehicle controls an opera-
tion state of the third brake B3 that is a target for control.
Thus, according to the third brake B3, similarly to the firstand
second brakes B1, B2, for example, by the actuation of the oil
pressure pump on the basis of a control command by the
control ECU 2, the oil pressure is supplied. The third brake B3
brakes the rotation of the ring gear P37 of the third planetary
mechanism P3 that is targeted, by pressing a pad (not shown)
against a disc (not shown) by the supplied oil pressure. Then,
when the supply of the oil pressure by the oil pressure pump
is blocked, the third brake B3 separates the pad from the disc
to allow the rotation of the ring gear P3#»

According to the transmission 101 to which the third brake
B3 serving as the engaging element is provided, operation
states of seven engaging elements constructed with each of
clutches C1-C4, and each of brakes B1-B3 are controlled by
the control ECU 2. Then, the transmission 101 establishes
fifteen forward speeds (1%, 2”7, - - - 15" in FIG. 5) and two
rearward speeds (Rev. 1, Rev. 2 in FIG. 5) by selectively
actuating three engaging elements out of seven engaging
elements as shown in table for engagement in FIG. 5.

In FIG. 5, for the purpose of comparing engagement pat-
terns before and after additionally mounting the third brake
B3, both of ten speed stages before adding the brake B3
(column indicated with 10? at the top cell in FIG. 5) and
fifteen speed stages after adding the brake B3 (column indi-
cated with 15 in the top cell in FIG. 5) are indicated. Further,
the engagement patterns added by providing the third brake
B3 correspond to rows with hatching background in FIG. 5. In
the additionally provided engagement patterns, naturally, the
third brake B3 is in an operated state.

Further, the speed ratio of three elements of each planetary
mechanism P1-P4 at each speed stage is indicated with veloc-
ity diagram in FIG. 6. According to the velocity diagram, in a
case where the ring gear P37 of the third planetary mechanism
P3 is braked by the operation of the third brake B3 and the
carrier P2¢ of the second planetary mechanism P2 is braked
by the operation of the third clutch C3, engagement patterns
that enables to establish greater number of speed stages can be
increased compared to a table for engagement in FIG. 3.

Thus, the transmission 101 can establish speed stages hav-
ing different gear ratios from one another, as shown in the
velocity diagram in FIG. 6, by selectively operating three
engaging elements among seven engaging elements. Further,
according to the transmission 101, the speed stages can be
shifted to an adjacent speed stage by switching one or two of
three engaging elements in operation. That is, according to
the transmission 101, the engaging elements up to two are
allowed to be switched when shifting the speed stage to an
adjacent speed stage.

Effects of the Construction of the Embodiment

According to the above-described transmission 1, by oper-
ating three engaging elements among fourth clutches C1-C4
and two brakes B1, B2, multiple speed stages with ten for-
ward speeds and one rearward speed can be obtained. Further,
at each forward speed stage, by switching one of three engag-
ing elements in operation, the speed stage can be shifted to an
adjacent speed stage. Accordingly, the transmission 1 can
change speed in multiple stages with alayout described above
and high controllability in application state can be ensured.

Further, the engagement patterns are increased by addi-
tionally providing the third brake B3 to the installation sur-
face 6251 formed on the P2¢P3r (first connection member),
and thus the number of the speed stages can be further
increased. Further, in case of additionally providing the third
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brake B3, the third brake B3 can be provided without chang-
ing other members such as engaging elements and each of
planetary mechanisms P1-P4. Thus, the transmission 1 before
additionally providing the engaging element can establish
multiple speed stages with a layout that is different from a
known layout, and further enhances the expandability of the
transmission.

Further, according to the construction in which the third
brake B3 serving as an engaging element is additionally pro-
vided, the speed stages added by the added engagement pat-
terns are five forward speed stages and one rearward speed
stage. In those circumstances, the number of the engaging
elements switched when shifting the speed stage to an adja-
cent speed stage is one or two at any speed stages. Thus, the
transmission 101 to which the third brake B3 is additionally
provided can ensure high controllability in the application
state.

According to the embodiment, the transmission 1, 101 is
constructed so that a portion of the P1¢N member 52 trans-
mitting the rotation of the input shaft N is positioned at an
outer periphery side of the planetary mechanism, and a con-
struction in which the outside output member 91 is provided
at a portion of the P1¢N member 52 is adopted. According to
this construction, because the outside output member 91 can
be integrally rotated with the input shaft N at any of the speed
stages that the transmission 1, 101 establishes, the rotational
drive force of the input shaft N can be outputted separately
from the output shaft T.

First Modified Example

According to the above-described embodiment, an
example of the layout of the transmission 1, 101 is explained,
however, the construction of the present invention is not lim-
ited to this and other layouts can be adopted. For example, as
shown in FIG. 7, the first planetary mechanism P1 may be
positioned at the first position D1 and the first brake B1 may
be positioned at an input side of the transmission 1 relative to
the first position D1. According to the foregoing construction,
the connection member that always rotates with the same
rotation speed with the input shaft N cannot be positioned at
the outermost side without interposing another member, the
outside output member 91 cannot be provided. However,
according to such layout, configuration of each connection
member including the P1¢N member 52 can be simplified.

Second Modified Example

According to the above-described embodiment, the first
planetary mechanism P1 of the transmission 1, 101 is posi-
tioned at the first position D1, and the second planetary
mechanism P2 is positioned at the second position D2, how-
ever, the construction is not limited to this and can be made in
another arrangement. For example, regarding the positional
arrangement of the first and second planetary mechanisms P1,
P2, the first planetary mechanism P1 may be positioned at the
second position D2 and the second planetary mechanism P2
may be positioned at the first position D1 without changing
the connected elements as described above.

More particularly, as shown in FIG. 8, a layout of each of
planetary mechanisms P1-P4 of the transmission 1, 101 can
be constructed. This layout can be constructed only by chang-
ing the position of a part of element, and further, can be
constructed without changing any one of elements connected
to each other. Further, according to this modified example, the
sixth connection part 6256 at which the installation surface
6251 is formed in the P2¢P3» member 62 (first connection
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member) extends within a space from the first position D1 to
the third position D3 in an axial direction (axial space of the
rotation axis). Thus, an axial length of the outer periphery
surface of the sixth connection part 625 that is opposed to the
inner periphery surface Ha of the housing H can be elongated.
Accordingly, because an axial range in which the installation
surface 6251 is formed can be elongated, freedom for design
with respect to the positioning of the installation surface 6251
for additionally providing the third brake B3 can be
enhanced.

As foregoing, the present invention is explained based on
the embodiment, however, the present invention is not limited
to the construction described in the embodiment, and can
adopt various modes within a scope described in scope of
claim.

The invention claimed is:

1. A transmission comprising:

a housing;

first, second, third and fourth planetary mechanisms rotat-
ably supported by the housing to rotate about a rotation
axis, the planetary mechanism including three elements,
a sun gear, a ring gear, and a carrier;

first, second, third and fourth clutches capable of selec-
tively connecting the elements one another;

a first brake braking a rotation of the sun gear of the first
planetary mechanism;

a second brake braking a rotation of the ring gear of the
fourth planetary mechanism;

a first connection member which serves as a connection
member connecting the elements of the planetary
mechanisms one another and to which the third clutch is
positioned;

a second connection member serving as a connection
member connecting the elements of the planetary
mechanisms one another, the second connection mem-
ber connecting the ring gear of the second planetary
mechanism and the carrier of the third planetary mecha-
nism;

an input shaft always connected to the carrier of the first
planetary mechanism and rotatably supported by the
housing to rotate about the rotation axis;

an output shaft always connected to the carrier of the fourth
planetary mechanism and rotatably supported by the
housing to rotate about the rotation axis; wherein

first, second, third and fourth positions are defined in an
axial direction of the rotation axis from an input side
where the input shaft is positioned towards an output
side where the output shaft is positioned, the first plan-
etary mechanism is positioned at one of the first position
and the second position and the second planetary mecha-
nism is positioned at the other of the first position and the
second position, the third planetary mechanism is posi-
tioned at the third position, the fourth planetary mecha-
nism is positioned at the fourth position;

the ring gear of the first planetary mechanism is always
connected to the sun gear of the third planetary mecha-
nism and the sun gear of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism;

the ring gear of the second planetary mechanism is always
connected to the carrier of the third planetary mecha-
nism;

the carrier of the third planetary mechanism is always
connected to the ring gear of the fourth planetary mecha-
nism;

the first clutch is arranged at a position for selectively
connecting the sun gear of the first planetary mechanism
and the sun gear of the second planetary mechanism;
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the second clutch is arranged at a position for selectively
connecting the carrier of the first planetary mechanism
and the sun gear of the second planetary mechanism;
the third clutch is arranged at a position for selectively
connecting the carrier of the second planetary mecha-
nism and ring gear of the third planetary mechanism;
the fourth clutch is arranged at a position for selectively
connecting the ring gear of the first planetary mecha-
nism and the carrier of the second planetary mechanism;
the first connection member is positioned at an outer
periphery side compared to the second connection mem-
ber; and
an installation surface is formed at a connection part con-
necting the third clutch and the ring gear of the third
planetary mechanism among the first connection mem-
ber, the installation surface to which a third brake brak-
ing a rotation of the connection part is addable and which
is opposed to an inner periphery surface of the housing.
2. The transmission according to claim 1, wherein the third
brake is added to the installation surface of the first connec-
tion member and the third brake brakes a rotation of the ring
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gear of the third planetary mechanism via the connection part
to which the installation surface is formed.

3. The transmission according to claim 1, comprising:

a third connection member serving as a connection mem-
ber connecting the elements of the planetary mechanism
one another and connecting the carrier of the first plan-
etary mechanism and the input shaft;

the first planetary mechanism arranged at the first position
and positioned at the input side compared to the first
brake; and

the third connection member is always connected to an
outside output member which is capable of outputting a
rotational drive force of the input shaft to an outer
periphery side of the transmission.

4. The transmission according to claim 1, wherein the
second planetary mechanism is arranged at the first position,
and the connection part to which the installation surface is
formed at the first connection member extends within a space
from the first position to the third position in an axial direc-

20 tion.



